


wire that is invisible in the dark from his window to a
nearby tree.  He talks all over the world, and his nosey
neighbors have nothing to complain about.  All it takes
is a little imagination and some creativity.  

Do you realize that hams are allowed to talk directly
with astronauts on the space station, or scientists at
the South Pole?  Non-hams cannot do that without
strict government clearance and something important to
say.  We can enjoy small talk with them, just like a
couple of friends chatting about the weather or the ball
game, and we can do it with our own simple equipment.
Jump in and try it sometime.  Work a satellite or two.

Many of us get in a rut.  We talk on the repeater
and that is it.  I urge you to explore.  Enjoy the many
facets of our hobby.  Build something.  Try something
new.  Work a new band.  Try a new mode.  Make an
antenna for field day.  Take an ARRL course.  Challenge
your mind.  Work a new repeater.  Talk to a new ham.
Learn the code.  We may never build our own tran-
sceiver from scratch, but we can still build and create
useful projects.  I guarantee you will get a kick out of
it.  And above all, teach what you have learned to
others.  Bring it to show and tell at the meetings.  Tell
us about your mistakes and what does and doesn’t work.
Tell us how you blew it up, and we can laugh along with
you.  Tell us how you made it work, and we will all say,
“Now why didn’t I think of that?”

How many of you remember building your first
crystal radio set?  Many of us can say that is how we
got started in the hobby, and can probably remember
who helped us make it.  Now it’s your turn.  Take a
youngster or two and help them build their first crystal
radio.  Many years from now they will tell others about
how you helped them get started.  Children crave
attention.  You could make a big difference in the
future of a child.  RF engineers are very much sought
after, and the supply is not keeping up with the demand.
You may start some young person on a rewarding career.

Ham Radio is not a spectator sport.  Accept the
challenge and enjoy the variety of our wonderful hobby.
Then share it with others.  There is something
challenging for everyone.  Roll up your sleeves, grab
some solder or a screwdriver, and dive in.  You will be
amazed at what you can accomplish.
73, de N9XAW

Calendar
APRIL

5 Tri-State Emergency Net (Terry, WB9KQF)
6 TARS Board mtg., Red Cross Bldg., 7:00pm

   12 Tri-State Emergency Net (Chris, KE9YK)
   13 TARS club mtg., Channel 7 on Carpenter Street,

5:45pm
   19 Tri-State Emergency Net (Chris, KE9YK)
   26 Tri-State Emergency Net (Norm, W9AU)
   29 ARRL exam session (Spring National Testing

Day), 9:00am, Red Cross Bldg.; bring original
and one copy of current license, any previous
exam credits, two ID’s (one with photo), SS or
TIN number, and $14.00; contact Terry,
AA9MM for additional information (812-401-
9632 or tbrooks@sigecom.net).

MAY
3 Tri-State Emergency Net (Norm, W9AU)
4 TARS Board mtg., Red Cross Bldg., 7:00pm

    10 Tri-State Emergency Net (Leonard, N9QVQ)
    13 TARS club mtg., Tailgate, Mesker Park Shelter.,

11:00am
    17 Tri-State Emergency Net (Leonard, N9QVQ)
    24 Tri-State Emergency Net (Terry, WB9KQF)
    27 ARRL exam session, 9:00am, Red Cross Bldg.;

bring original and one copy of current license,
any previous exam credits, two ID’s (one with
photo), SS or TIN number, and $14.00; contact
Terry, AA9MM for additional information (812-
401-9632 or tbrooks@sigecom.net).

    31 Tri-State Emergency Net (Terry, WB9KQF)

QSL Contest
Some of you may remember the old TARS QSL

card, shown on the next page.  The callsign ink is red, as
are the red stripes on “Old Glory;” everything else is
blue.

All members are invited to submit their designs for
a new club (W9OG) QSL card.  This will take the form
of a contest.  Artwork will be judged at the TARS May
meeting scheduled as the Spring Tailgate Party at
Mesker Park (Shelter #15, on Saturday, May 13 th) .  The
prize will be an annual membership to TARS.



Membership Roster
Periodically, we publish the roster of current TARS

members.  It’s been a while since the last time it was
published, so an update is included in this issue of
Sparks (next page). 

SKYWARN
Skywarn: The latest round of weather spotter training
sessions was very successful.  We are hoping to sponsor
a radar training course in the future.  In the meantime
for those hams that may be interested in radar training
sooner than a formal class can be presented see:
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/pah/science/
science.php

Ham News
RADIO AMATEURS BUSY AS DEADLY
STORMS AGAIN HIT MIDWEST

Amateur Radio volunteers in northwestern Ten-
nessee and elsewhere were active April 2 when a string
of tornadoes struck the Midwest and South. The severe
weather left more than two dozen people dead and many
injured, most of them in Tennessee. ARRL Tennessee
Section Emergency Coordinator Jimmy Floyd, NQ4U,
reports SKYWARN volunteers relayed reports to the
National Weather Service Office in Memphis as the
twisters approached.

"Several hams were active in the Dyersburg-
Newbern area Sunday night passing local traffic for

the area folks needing to let relatives know that they
were okay," Floyd told ARRL. "According to local hams,
most of the communication infrastructure was intact
after the storms."

Authorities in Dyer County, where 15 people died,
say some houses were totally destroyed by the storms,
and large trees across highways hampered access by
emergency crews. Severe damage reports emerged
from Gibson County where some 1200 houses and other
structures--including the police station--were said to
have been damaged. The NWS said it had received
preliminary reports of more than 60 tornadoes April 2.
Tennessee state police were continuing to search for
additional storm victims and warning those "without
legitimate business" to keep out of the affected areas
and let first responders and law enforcement personnel
do their jobs.

In Illinois, Lawrence County Emergency Coordinator
Gary Auerswald, WB9UDJ, found himself in the middle
of "a horrendous storm" while returning home with his
family from Indiana.

"Trees were coming down, and people were getting
blown off the road," he told ARRL Illinois Section
Emergency Coordinator Pat Ryan, KC6VVT. "All
electricity in the area went out." Fallen power lines
prevented Auerswald from taking his usual route along
Illinois Route 1. "We traveled by back roads and oil field
roads and made it home," he said.

Downed trees and power lines and other property
damage greeted his arrival. "A lightning burst gave me
a clue to what else was missing: My antenna farm," he
said. Auerswald said that until he can "piece something



together," he's off the air. He was providing power to
his home from a generator.

Ryan reports the Illinois ARES HF Section Net on
75 meters secured early because of high atmospheric
noise levels. The ARES Net on the Starved Rock Radio
Club W9MKS repeater in Lenore yielded to an ongoing
weather-spotter net activated earlier by Jim Morris,
N9PLM, who served as net control. "Weather Net
members monitored for storm activity and, at one point,
the LaSalle County EOC was activated," Ryan said. One
person died in Illinois. 

Other states affected by the tornadoes and high
winds included Arkansas, Missouri, Indiana and Ohio.
Kentucky Section Emergency Coordinator Ron Dodson,
KA4MAP, reported "plenty of nets up and running" the
evening of April 2. Dodson says the storms decreased
in severity by the time they reached his state. "Trees,
power and phones lines went down," he said, "but there
were no major structural incidents or injuries."

The April 2 tornadoes came less than a month after
a huge string of tornados swept through the nation's
midsection on another Sunday, killing 10 people in
Missouri and Indiana and causing damage in several
other states, including Illinois, Kansas and Arkansas. 

NEW MEXICO FUNDS EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATION NETWORK

New Mexico has allocated $500,000 to design,
construct and install a statewide Amateur Radio
emergency communication network. Rep Tom Anderson
(R-Bernalillo), KB5YSG, sponsored the funding bill in the
2006 New Mexico legislative session. 

"After hurricane Katrina, we've seen firsthand just
how valuable Amateur Radio can be in a disaster,"
Anderson said. "The Gulf Coast hurricanes destroyed
communications infrastructure and overwhelmed
government resources. It was Amateur Radio operators
who helped to save the day." 

The state Department of Public Safety will pay for
the equipment for Amateur Radio volunteers to use in
disasters and emergencies. All of the equipment will be
state-owned. Early plans call for the installation of
strategically located, interlinked VHF and UHF re-
peaters to handle both voice and digital communication.

In New Mexico, the potential exists for disastrous
wildfires, tornadoes and floods. This year, when range
fires broke out near Hobbs, Amateur Radio Emergency
Service (ARES) volunteers provided communication 

support. Over the past several years, radio amateurs in
New Mexico have been called upon to support
communication during fires, for severe weather spotting
(SKYWARN), during public service events and to assist
Albuquerque with Hurricane Katrina refugees.

INJURED MINER RANDY MCCLOY, KC8VKZ,
GOES HOME 

Randy McCloy, KC8VKZ, the sole survivor of the
January 2 Sago Mine disaster in West Virginia, left a
Morgantown rehabilitation center March 30 and
returned to his home on newly named Miracle Road in
Simpson, West Virginia.

"I'd just like to thank everybody for their thoughts
and prayers," McCloy remarked on his departure.
Neurologist Julian Bailes told reporters that he
believes McCloy, 26, has a great potential for "a
possibly complete" recovery. McCloy did require some
assistance walking as he left the Morgantown facility.

West Virginia Gov Joe Manchin announced the new
street name at a press briefing this week, and he
presented McCloy with a Miracle Road street sign.
Earlier this month McCloy visited his home in for the
first time since the mine tragedy.

On March 2, McCloy's wife Anna told CBS The Early
Show co-anchor Hannah Storm that her husband has
told her he remembers "bits and pieces" of the mining
disaster that left 12 of his co-workers dead of carbon
monoxide poisoning. McCloy this week told the
Associated Press that he doesn't understand why he
was the only one to survive. He also said he will not go
back to work in the mines.

Well-wishers have been sending cards and QSLs to
McCloy at PO Box 223, Philippi, WV 26435. A fund has
been set up to accept donations for McCloy's benefit:
The Randal McCloy Jr Fund, c/o Clear Mountain Bank,
1889 Earl Core Rd, Morgantown, WV 26505.
[These articles from the ARRL Letter, published on-line
by the American Radio Relay League.]

One Man's Opinion
A couple of meetings ago Chris Lantaff, KE9YK had

a good idea; first let me emphasize the fact that he has
had many good ideas over the years, and this one really
got my attention.  Being a contester and certificate
chaser, I think the TARS 20 award is great idea! 
Like all ham radio awards, it requires you to do some 
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operating–work all states, a certain number of counties,
to contact as many non-U.S. hams and countries as you
can in a limited time span, etc.  

The TARS 20 award is designed to help you get
acquainted with other club members, officers, board
members, and those who have received the McCutchan
award: work twenty members of TARS, and make extra
points for working club officers, board members, and
McCutchan honorees.  Everyone who accomplishes this
wins the award.  Also, the first one to complete the
requirements, wins the first prize–a year’s membership
to TARS.  Let’s do the math for that:  it now costs
twenty-two cents to mail a QSL card.  So, if you mail all
twenty contacts a card, you will spend $4.40 in postage.
For most of us, the cost of a year’s membership is
$25.00.  So, you gain $20.60!

Of course, you could save the postage by bringing
the cards to the regular meeting of TARS, and handing
them to the people you worked.  And, the fact that
many of you are new to ham radio, and maybe don’t have
QSL cards, is no excuse. A sheet of paper recording all
the important facts about the contact will do.  Make a
note of the other station’s callsign,  when the contact
took place (date and time), and frequency band used;
signal reports are optional.

For those of you who have never kept a logbook,
your contact listings are also a simple task.  A standard
spiral notebook will suffice to list the contacts you have
made, with all those details.  If you have a filing
program on your computer, that will work very nicely
for keeping these records.

There are several positive points to the TARS 20
award.  As with all ham QSOs, you meet someone new on
the air, get acquainted with club officers and board
members (and you can tell them what you want them to
do!), chat for a few minutes, and exchange a QSL card.
Newcomers get their feet wet in logging contacts. It
requires dedication by everyone to obtain the award.

So far, I have not heard anyone say for sure they
are working for the TARS 20.  So, I suggest we take
this a step further, and promote a weekend QSO party.
This would be a great opportunity to quickly rack up
contacts, and at the same time to meet new people on
the airwaves. 

Let’s all get in on the activities, and enjoy this
hobby.  Like I have said many times, ham radio is a
fascinating and fun-filled hobby.  Now get out there,
make some contacts, earn a certificate, gather some
new friends. You will be glad you did.  Of course my 

fellow radio amateurs, this is “One Man’s Opinion.”

73, Bill  K4LRX

Secretary’s Report
Minutes are not provided in the complimentary and web based
editions of Sparks.

Treasurer’s Report
April Birthdays
KC9EMT James Utley 7th 
KA9NOO Thomas Dickerson 12th
KB9GNI Dan Weil 20th
W9AU Norm King 21st
K5LPS Bill Cook 26th
KG9MZ William Gildersleeve 27th
KB9POL Michael O'Risky 29th

Budget
The detailed budget is not provided in the complimentary and
web based editions of Sparks.


