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The President’s Corner

CoCoCca

Field Day has come and gone, and a good time was
had by all who participated. This year we used a logging
program on the SSB operation, and it helped out
tremendously. 250+ contacts on SSB; 350+ contacts on
CW and 230+ contacts on the GOTA (Get On The Air)
station, of which 67 Contacts were made by a NON-
LICENSED person.

Next year we are looking at the possibility of
having Field Day at the New Red Cross Building. We
could set up on the grounds next to the building, or we
could operate from the Red Cross radio room as a class
“F” station--the new class for stations operating from
emergency facilities. What would YOU do?

Wayne Hart is going to be the Guest Speaker for
July--if the weather holds up.

We are looking for volunteers to fill the vacancy for
a Board Member Position and also the Secretary Position
(just until the end of this year). We would like to have
nominations or volunteers speak up at the July meeting,
after which the membership will elect people to fill
those positions. See you there!

o N93cAChris

Calendar

JULY

2  Tri-State Emergency Net (Norm, W9AU)

3  TARS Board meeting, Red Cross Bldg., 7:00pm

9  Tri-State Emergency Net (Norm, W9AU)

10  Club meeting, Red Cross Bldg., 7:00pm; guest
speaker will be weatherman Wayne Hart from
WEHT.

16 Tri-State Emergency Net (Leonard, N9QVQ)

23 Tri-State Emergency Net (Leonard, N9QVQ)

26  ARRL exam session, 9:00am, Red Cross Bldg.;
bring photocopy of current license, any previous



exam credits, two forms of ID, and $12.00;

contact Terry, AASMM for additional informa-

tion (812-401-9632 or tbrooks@sigecom.net).
30  Tri-State Emergency Net

(somebody volunteer!)
AUGUST
6  Tri-State Emergency Net (Leonard, NOQVQ)
7  TARS Board meeting, Red Cross Bldg., 7:00pm

13 Tri-State Emergency Net (Leonard, N9QVQ)

14 Club meeting, Red Cross Bldg., 7:00pm

20  Tri-State Emergency Net (Norm, W9AU)

27  Tri-State Emergency Net (Norm, W9AU)

30 ARRL exam session, 9:00am, Red Cross Bldg.;
bring photocopy of current license, any previous
exam credits, two forms of ID, and $12.00;
contact Terry, AA9MM for additional informa-
tion (812-401-9632 or tbrooks@sigecom.net).

Tri-State Emergency Net

We need help with the Tri-State Emergency Net on
Wednesday evenings at 8:00pm. This net serves several
purposes. It allows us to “touch base” with many club
members and even many non-members (of course, we
welcome anyone who checks in). It is a forum for
conveying ham news, club news, and status of projects
the club is working on. Foremost, however, is its func-
tion in demonstrating that we are prepared to answer
the call to emergency service for the community. That's
why the net has the label “Emergency Net.”

I you can check in each week, it shows that you are
ready at any time to rush to the aid of your community
(why, we'd even settle for every other week!-that would
resultin about 40 check-ins per week, instead of only 15
or so). Not only that, but if you are experienced at
running the net as net control, there will always be an
operator who can step in and get things going. Who
knows. Leonard (N9QVQ), Chris (N9JCA), Norm
(W9AU), and Joanne (KB9LXZ) may be working or out
of town when an emergency arises. Would you feel
comfortable taking control? Well, if you have taken a
few turns at net control, you wouldn't give it a second
thought—-trust me, I've gone through the process and
I know. That is why | keep asking RACES members to
step in and take a swing at it. Any RACES member
should be able to be net control.

We need people to do net control. You don't have to
be a “regular.” If five or six additional people did it

only three times a year, that means that the serious
volunteers would only have to do it 17 or 18 or so times
ayear instead of the current 26 times. One more regular
net control volunteer would have the same effect; two
would reduce the load on the “usual” control stations to
just 13 times a year.

I wonder if amateur radio clubs in Tennessee (the
“Volunteer State”) have the same problem we do in the
“Hoosier State”? Do you know what “Hoosier” means? It
means “l1 wanna be net control!” Come on folks, please
help us out, for the benefit of the community. Don't you
think all of those who have no interest in helping would
be impressed by those of you who do?

Norm woau

Ham News

Amateur Radio Wins 7 MHz Expansion at
WRC-2003

There's good news from World Radiocommunication
Conference 2003 (WRC-03) for 40-meter enthusiasts.
Inan 11*"-hour compromise, delegates to WRC-03 agreed
to move broadcasters out of 7100 to 7200 kHz in
Regions 1 and 3 to make room for the Amateur Service.
The agreement eventually will mean a 200-kHz worldwide
allocation at 40 meters. Although the change does not go
into effect until 2009, that's considered speedy in
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) terms.
Some of the timelines proposed during discussions on the
7 MHz agenda item would have held off the changes until
2033! The WRC-03 action on 7 MHz makes no change in
the exclusive US 40-meter allocation. US amateurs will
continue to enjoy the full 7000 to 7300 kHz band they
now have.

"History was made today," said International Amateur
Radio Union Secretary (and ARRL CEQO) David Sumner,
K1ZZ, who called the agreement a big change over the
status quo. "Never before in the history of radio
communication has an HF broadcasting band been shifted
to accommodate the needs of another service. But that's
what happened at WRC-03 this morning."

While the result falls short of the 1ARU"s goal of a
300-kHz worldwide exclusive band for amateurs, Sumner
explained that ITU conference decisions are reached by
consensus. "Building consensus requires give
and take," he said, "and we didn"t have much to give."

Sumner said the historic 7-MHz compromise "took
the cooperation of broadcasters and many, many others
to enable us to bring this home for radio amateurs." He



credited delegates and other conference participants,
not all of them radio amateurs and including some who
were strongly opposed to the proposal at the start, with
making the compromise possible.

A number of countries--mostly in Region 3 and the
Arab States--also have allocated 7100 to 7200 kHz by
"footnote" to Fixed and Mobile services, shared with
amateurs on a national basis. None of the countriesis in
Region 2.

"Good 1'TU compromises--and virtually every decision
made here is a compromise--are sometimes described as
leaving everyone equally unhappy,” Sumner remarked.
"Your Geneva team is tired and pretty happy."

Amateurs" First of the First Responders,”
DHS Official Says

ARRL now is an official affiliate program of Citizen
Corps (http://www.citizencorps.gov), an initiative within
the Department of Homeland Security (http://www.
dhs.gov/dhspublic/) to enhance public preparedness and
safety. ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, signed the
formal Statement of Affiliation between DHS and
ARRL during the ARRL 2003 National Convention June
21. Chief Operating Officer of the Emergency Pre-
paredness and Response Directorate (FEMA) Ron
Castleman represented Under Secretary for Emergency
Preparedness and Response Michael D. Brown at the
signing. Citizen Corps Liaison to the White House Liz
DiGregorio called ham radio operators the "first of the
first responders.”

"You are there. You are part of that very, very first
response when it happens locally,” especially in the
initial stages of an emergency or disaster, DiGregorio
told an overflow audience. She urged amateurs to
explore ways to expand their role in the community
beyond being the last resort when other communication
systems fail. "You need to show your community that
you're engaged," she said. "They need to know as a
community that ARRL is there."

Castleman said his agency really needs Amateur
Radio's help. "Hams have a long and distinguished
history of assisting and cooperating with FEMA," he
said. He said FEMA wants to continue to work with
Amateur Radio operators as partners and expand hams”
community safety role. "We also want to help prepare
every citizen across our country before disaster
strikes," Castleman said.

The League joins the National Safety Council, Points
of Light Foundation, National Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster, National Volunteer Fire Council,
National Fire Protection Association, Save A Life
Foundation and The Jaycees as Citizen Corps affiliate
programs.

The SoA calls on DHS and ARRL to raise public
awareness of Amateur Radio as a safety resource.
"That's what you are all about, and we need a safer
America," DiGregorio said.

In addition, DHS and ARRL will cooperate in providing
training and accreditation for Amateur Radio emergency
communications. They also will work together to promote
the formation of local Citizen Corps councils and assist
them with education, training and volunteer service
opportunities "that support first responders, disaster
relief organizations and community safety efforts." As
an affiliate, ARRL will be linked from the FEMA and
Citizen Corps Web sites.

"We need you, and you need us, and we want to work
together with you to make this all happen," DiGregorio
concluded, "because we all share the same goal, and that
goal is a better, stronger, more secure America." [The
above modified from The ARRL Letter, published on-line
by the American Radio Relay League.]

Field Day Reflections

Was Field Day a success? Can we improve? The
answer to both is yes. It was successful in terms of
number of contacts, especially with the poor band
conditions. It was a success in terms of media coverage
even though we were competing with Thunder--we had
both TV and Newspaper coverage. (Joanne can vouch for
me that we did mention the 300 plus CW contacts a
couple of times!) We had a number of non-ham visitors.
We had some non-member hams stop by and make a few
contacts.

Conditions were poor to say the least. It took hours
to make 8 to 10 contacts on 15 meters. Twenty was not
much better. No need to even tune-up on 10. It was
discouraging but 1 think everyone got caught up in the
challenge. Nobody left. “Try another antenna. Here, you
try. I'll log. Maybe a different voice will help.” All
positions used a Field Day logging program. A great
addition. We had a running total of contacts and sections
worked at a glance.

I had let my membership elapse for a number of
years so | really don't know many of the current






Some rigs, Ten Tec for example, offer a flash ROM
update via the internet for operating their rigs on new
bands (in this case channels).

I could understand the appeal of operating on the
new band if we had gotten a 100 kHz segment similar to
the 12 and 17-meter bands and had all mode operation
as well. 1 could even have raised a little excitement if
the newest pittance permitted CW and digital modes
over a 50 kHz band.

As it stands we have five exact channels, in other
words, 5 kHz, and that is it. One or two positive things
come to mind. For one, we will not have to worry about
adjacent channel interference since the channels
designated for ham usage are 20 to 30 kHz apart from
each other. And no contest operation is allowed, so
those non-combatant souls gain another contest-free
segment! Couple this with the very limited power
allowed, and no one will notice ham radio operation in
this part of the spectrum. 1 suspect a few dedicated
individuals are chomping at the bit to make their first
contact on 60 meters. It holds promise for round tables
within a short radius during the daylight hours, and
perhaps a few distant contacts when the hours of
darkness are upon us.

To call this offering a full band is somewhat mis-
leading. Perhaps the 60 meter "sliver band" is a more
descriptive term. Quite frankly, 1 do not intend to go to
any trouble, or perform major modifications on my
present rig in order to use these few kHz. 1 guess I am
too much of a diehard for 20, 40, 15 and six meters to
stir up any interest for other bands. In fact, 1 have
made about 100 contacts on 30 meters and have never
developed any enthusiasm at all for 12 and 17 meters.
Based on my areas of interest, 12, 17 and 30 meters
rate much higher for me as potential new bands than
five meager channels on the 60-meter wavelength.

Perhaps those who will pioneer use of these five
channels will set the stage for a major expansion in the
future, maybe not. For now, there is little incentive to
consider even a very limited operation on these restric-
tive frequencies. Others may find it to their interest.
I plan to listen for a few days just to see what happens,
and whether the amateur community will embrace the
idea of such a "sliver band." As always, my friends, this
is "One Man"s Opinion."

73 Bill kaLrx

Treasurer’s Report

[note: The Treasurer’'s report and Secretary's report
are not included with complimentary issues of Sparks.]

Secretary’s Report

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Chris Matthews, N9JCA
867-7456; n9jca@arrl.net
VICE PRESIDENT Bill Hilyerd, K4ALRX
270-826-2687; k4lrx@aol.com; billh@wevv.com
TREASURER Susie Schmitt, KC9BLZ
426-2003; susanmaries@juno.com
SECRETARY (vacant)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joanne Alexandrovich, KBOLXZ
963-5872 (kb9Ilxz@insightbb.com)

Herb Alvey, KBOMZH
477-2756 (AlveyHtoolman2@aol.com)
Chris Lantaff, KE9YK
473-5382 (clantaff@sigecom.net)
Mark Parker, NONYF
422-7586 (mparker@evansville.net)
Leonard Schmitt, N9QVQ
426-2003 (Isradio@evansville.net)
(vacant position)

RED CROSS LIAISON: Dan Weil, KBOGNI
491-2565 (dbweil@sigecom.net)

RACES OFFICER: Norm King, W9AU
963-5872 (w9au@insightbb.com)

Sparks is published monthly as the newsletter of the Tri-
State Amateur Radio Society, P.O. Box 4521, Evansville,
IN 47724; Editor: Norm King, W9AU; 9334 Motz Rd.,
Evansuville, IN 47720; 963-5872; w9au@insightbb.com.
TARS Website: http://www.w90g.0rg




